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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 2-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Fertilsch (20040061890).. 

Claim 12, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing system, comprising an image 
processing apparatus which comprises an adding unit which adds an image processing 
command to image data, reads image data of an original and converts thus read image 
data into a file format which is determined from among plural file formats (Section: 
0004 and 0005 thus when the user initiates the print job, the print instruction is 
added to the print data and together they are spooled or read into the appropriate 
printer for processing and also when the print options are added they are also 
added to the print data as well and therefore Ferlitsch clearly discloses an adding 
unit which adds all these instructions to the print data for further process ) and 

an image receiving apparatus which receives from said image processing 
apparatus the image data converted into the file format thus determined, and when the 
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image processing command is added to the image data thus received, performs upon 
thus received image data an image processing which corresponds to the image 
processing command thus added (Section 0004 and0005, thus when the print data is 
spooled to the appropriate printer with the corresponding drivers, the printer with 
the corresponding driver has to have a receiving unit to receive the print data in 
order to perform the printing process) ; 

wherein said image processing apparatus comprises: 

a storage unit which stores a file format which permits addition of the image 
processing command to the read image data (Fig. 1, El 26 shows clearly a mass 
storage device used for storing data) and 

a judging unit which judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in 
said storage unit, (Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the 
determination of which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to 
be able to make the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) and 

when said judging unit judges that the file format thus determined is stored in 
said storage unit, addition by said adding unit of the image processing command to the 
read image data is permitted. (Section 0013, thus the print processor makes the 
matching decision as to which print job matches which printer and adds the 
optional capabilities to the print job and then eventually spooled to the printer). 

Claim 13, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus which comprises 
an adding unit which adds an image processing command to image data, reads image 
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data of an original and converts thus read image data into a file format which is 
determined from among plural file formats, (Section: 0004 and 0005 thus when the 
user initiates the print job, the print instruction is added to the print data and 
together they are spooled or read into the appropriate printer for processing and 
also when the print options are added they are also added to the print data as 
well and therefore Ferlitsch clearly discloses an adding unit which adds all these 
instructions to the print data for further process ) said image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a storage unit which stores a file format which permits addition of the image 
processing command to the read image data (Fig. 1, El 26 shows clearly a mass 
storage device used for storing data) and 

a judging unit which judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in 
said storage unit (Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the 
determination of which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to 
be able to make the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) , 

wherein when said judging unit judges that the file format thus determined is 
stored in said storage unit, addition by said adding unit of the image processing 
command to the read image data is permitted. (Section 0013, thus the print 
processor makes the matching decision as to which print job matches which 
printer and adds the optional capabilities to the print job and then eventually 
spooled to the printer). 
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Claim 14, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus wherein the file 
format which permits addition of the image processing command to the read image data 
is PDF (Portable Document Format) (Section 0064, thus it states clearly that some 
of the files format available is PDF). 

Claim 15, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus that further 
comprising a determining unit which determines, in accordance with a load condition, 
whether to add the image processing command to the read image data, wherein when 
said determining unit determines to add the image processing command, said judging 
unit judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in said storage unit. 
(Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the determination of 
which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to be able to make 
the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) 

Claim 16, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus that further 
comprising a sending unit which sends the image data converted into the file format 
thus determined. (Section 0004, thus the spooled data is send to the appropriate 
printer to be converted to the file format (i.e. TIFF or PDF to mention few of 
them)). 

Claim 17, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus wherein the file 
format which permits addition of the image processing command to the read image data 
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is a file format in which a destination of the image data can execute the image 
processing command. (Section 0004, hence the appropriate print device is the 
destination of the print job and that contains the determined file format which can 
be either PDF or TIFF) 

Claim18, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus wherein the file 
format which permits addition of the image processing command to the read image data 
is PDF (Portable Document Format). (Section 0064, thus it states clearly that some 
of the files format available is PDF). 

Claim 19, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus that further 
comprising a determining unit which determines in accordance with a load condition, 
whether to add the image processing command to the read image data, 
wherein when said determining unit determines to add the image processing command, 
said judging unit judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in said 
storage unit. (Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the 
determination of which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to 
be able to make the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) 
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Claim 20, Ferlistsch discloses wherein said sending unit sends an electronic mail 
to which the image data converted into the file format thus determined is attached. 
(Section 0057, thus file format and the print data is transmitted though a text file 
and therefore the communication are established in a mail form which is send 
electronically). 

Claim 21, Ferlitsch discloses wherein the file format which permits addition of the 
image processing command to the read image data is a file format in which a 
destination of the image data can execute the image processing command. (Section 
0004, hence the appropriate print device is the destination of the print job and 
that contains the determined file format which can be either PDF or TIFF) 

Claim 22, Ferlitsch discloses wherein the file format which permits addition of the 
image processing command to the read image data is PDF (Portable Document 
Format). (Section 0064, thus it states clearly that some of the files format available 
is PDF). 

Claim 23, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus that further 
comprising a determining unit which determines, in accordance with a load condition, 
whether to add the image processing command to the read image data, 
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wherein when said determining unit determines to add the image processing 
command, said judging unit judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in 
said storage unit. (Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the 
determination of which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to 
be able to make the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) 



Claim 24, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing apparatus which comprises 
an adding unit which adds an image processing command to image data, reads image 
data of an original and converts thus read image data into a file format which is 
determined from among plural file formats, (Section: 0004 and 0005 thus when the 
user initiates the print job, the print instruction is added to the print data and 
together they are spooled or read into the appropriate printer for processing and 
also when the print options are added they are also added to the print data as 
well and therefore Ferlitsch clearly discloses an adding unit which adds all these 
instructions to the print data for further process ) said image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a storage unit which stores a file format which prohibits addition of the image 
processing command to the read image data (Fig. 1, El 26 shows clearly a mass 
storage device used for storing data) and 
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a judging unit which judges whether the file format thus determined is stored in 
said storage unit, (Section 0028, Fig. 2 El. 49, thus the print processor makes the 
determination of which print job matches the printer with the appropriate driver to 
be able to make the conversion and therefore makes the judgment) 

wherein when said judging unit judges that the file format thus determined is 
stored in said storage unit, addition by said adding unit of the image processing 
command to the read image data is prohibited. (Section 0013, thus the print 
processor makes the matching decision as to which print job matches which 
printer and adds the optional capabilities to the print job and then eventually 
spooled to the printer). 

Claim 25, Ferlitsch discloses wherein the file format which prohibits addition of 
the image processing command to the read image data is TIFF (Tagged Image File 
Format). (Section 0064, thus it states clearly that some of the files format available 
is TIFF). 

Claim 26, Ferlitsch discloses an imaged processing apparatus, which comprises 
an adding unit which adds an image processing command to image data and a 
controller which performs image processing control including control of said adding unit, 
reads image data of an original and converts thus read image data into a file format 
which is determined from among plural file formats, (Section: 0004 and 0005 thus 
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when the user initiates the print job, the print instruction is added to the print 
data and together they are spooled or read into the appropriate printer for 
processing and also when the print options are added they are also added to the 
print data as well and therefore Ferlitsch clearly discloses an adding unit which 
adds all these instructions to the print data for further process) said image 
processing method comprising steps of: 

disposing to said image processing apparatus a storage unit which stores a file 
format which permits addition of the image processing command to the image data; 
making said controller judge whether the file format thus determined is stored in said 
storage unit; (Fig. 1, El 26 shows clearly a mass storage device used for storing 
data and the print processor which is within the printing apparatus, hence the 
software or programs stored in the mass storage is matched by the print 
processor to find the appropriate print device) and 

making said controller permit addition by said adding unit of the image 
processing command to the read image data, when it is judged that the file format thus 
determined is stored in said storage unit. (Section 0013, thus the print processor 
makes the matching decision as to which print job matches which printer and 
adds the optional capabilities to the print job and then eventually spooled to the 
printer). 
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Claim 27, Ferlitsch discloses an image processing method according to which an 
image processing apparatus, which comprises an adding unit which adds an image 
processing command to image data and a controller which performs image processing 
control including control of said adding unit, reads image data of an original and 
converts thus read image data into a file format which is determined from among plural 
file formats, (Section: 0004 and 0005 thus when the user initiates the print job, the 
print instruction is added to the print data and together they are spooled or read 
into the appropriate printer for processing and also when the print options are 
added they are also added to the print data as well and therefore Ferlitsch clearly 
discloses an adding unit which adds all these instructions to the print data for 
further process) said image processing method comprising steps of: 

disposing to said image processing apparatus a storage unit which stores a file 
format which prohibits addition of the image processing command to the image data; 
making said controller judge whether the file format thus determined is stored in said 
storage unit; (Fig. 1, El 26 shows clearly a mass storage device used for storing 
data and the print processor which is within the printing apparatus, hence the 
software or programs stored in the mass storage is matched by the print 
processor to find the appropriate print device)and 

making said controller prohibit addition by said adding unit of the image 
processing command to the read image data, when it is judged that the file format thus 
determined is stored in said storage unit. (Section 0013, thus the print processor 
makes the matching decision as to which print job matches which printer and 
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adds the optional capabilities to the print job and then eventually spooled to the 
printer). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
AMS 

08/02/2008 
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